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< Province of Maryland, whilft I fall refidg in the [aid Provina, of! Creafons qud traiteress Con irasies,
¢ aubich I fball know to be againpl bis faid Majefly or bis Succeffors.  And 1 do furthey fuwear, that I awifl, ¢,
¢ the utmoft of my Poawer, defend, fupport, and maintain, bis faid ijgy'.r Dominion, in and over the faid Pro.
“ ofnce, and 8lfo defertd, fupport, and maintasn. the Peace of the faid Province againfl all Invafions, Rebelligy;

‘. ayd InfurreBions awhatfoerver : And all thefe Things I do plainly and fincerely Rvear, according to thefe e.xp"f;
 Words by me [poken, and according to the plain axd common 2::7‘ arnd Usderflandiag of the fame Words, quithoys
“ apy Equivocation, mental Ewafion, or fecret Refervation awbatfeever. So help me God.” And fhall alfo
repeat and fubfcribe the Teft before @ Magiftrate of his County ; which faid Oath any Magiftrate (who fhall
be required by the Captain o Commanding Officer of any Tranp or Compm{‘} is hereby obliged to admi-
nifter to every Perfon who Thall enlift as aforefaid, under the Penalty of One Hundred Pounds Current Mo.
ney in Cafe of Negleé or Refufal fo to do. And if any Perfon enlifted as aforefaid, heing required to take
the Qath aforefaid, and repeat and fubfcribe the Teft aforefaid, fhall refufe or wilfully negle to do the
ame, then and in fuch Cafe the Magiftrate aforefaid is required to commit fuch Perfon, fo negleing or re-
fufing, to the Caunty Goal, by his Warrant, to be direéted to the Sheriff of that County ; and the faid She.
riff is. hereby required and dire@ed to receive and take into his Cuftody, and firi€tly to confine fuch Perfon,
fo as aforefaid to him committed, until fuch Perfon fhall take the Qath aforefaid, and repeat and (ubferibe
the Teft aforefaid, and pay his Fees, or pay the Sum of One Hundred Pounds Current Money to fuch She.
riff, together with his Fees. And if any Perfon, who fhall be fo committed and difcharged out of Cuftody,
upon Paynient of the aforefaid Sum of One Hundred Pounds Current Money and Fees aforefaid, fhall pre-
fume to have or keep in his Pofleflion, or in his Houfe, or upon his Plantation, or elfewhere, any Fire-Arms
or Ammunition, fuch Perfon fhall forfeit and pay the further Sum of Onec Hundred Pounds Current Money,

VI. AND ke it EnaSed by the Authority aferefaid, That in ten Days after the Publication of this Ad,
the Colonel or Commanding Officer of cvery Regiment, Treep, or Company, in the Militia of this Pro-
vince, fhall iffue his Warrant to his inferior Officers, direfting them to make diligent Search and Enquiry in
their refpective Diftri&t what Arms and Ammunition fhall be therein, and return what Number of Arms and
what Quantity of Ammunition they fhall, on fuch Search and Enquiry, find or difcover, and the Condition
and Kind of fuch Arms and Ammunition, and who fhall be po?l'eﬂcd thercof, diftin@tly in Writing, under
the Penalty of Twenty Pounds Current Money upon the Colonel or Commanding Officer aforefaid negle@-
ing his Duty in this Behalf ; and the Penalty of Five Pounds Current Money on the inferior Officer charged
with the Execution of fuch Warrant, who fhall negleft to comply with his Duty herein, within five Days
after receipt of fuch Warrant. And all and every Perfon and Perfons fhall, on Demand, produce his or
their Arms and Ammunition to the faid Officers charged with the Execution of fuch Warrants, under the
Penalty of Five Pounds Current Moncy, for his or their every wilful Neglet or Refufal o to do.

VII. 1 .~ D whereas on many Occafions, Arms, Ammuni.ion, and military Accoutrements, of different
Kinds, have been delivered out of the public Magazines of this Province, and are now difperfcd among the
Inhabitants, and have been fold or lent from one to awother; and it is reprefented, that the Locks%mvc
been taken off from many of the faid Arms, and put to private Ufe : Therefore, for difcovering the faid
Arms, Ammunition, military Accoutrements, and Locks, and rendering them of Service towards arming
the Militia of this Province in this Time of common Danger,

VIII. BE it Enalled by the Authority aforefaid, That the Captain of every Troop or Company of the
Militia fhall, within ten Days after the Publication of this A&, iffue his Warrant to his feveral Corporals to
make diligent Enquiry within their Limits for all /irms, military Accoutrements, and Locks, belonging to
the Public; and the faid Corporals are hereby required, as foon as may be after Receipt of fuch Warrant,
to repair to the Habitation o;Pevery Houfe-Keeper, within their refpe@ive Limits, and demand of him fuch
Arms, Ammunition, military Accoutrements, and Locks, as he hath in his Poffeflion bclon%ing to the Pub-
lic, and immediately on fuch Demand fuch Perfon fhall deliver the fame to the faid Corporals : And the faid
Corporals fhall give Receipts for all fuch Arms, Ammunition, military Accoutrements, and Locks, as fhall
be delivered to them, and fhall bring them from T'ime to Time to the next Mufter, after the Reccipt thereof,
and deliver them to the Commanding Officer who fhall be there prefent, who fhall give the faid Corporal a
Receipt for the fame, and fhall forthwith deliver them to the Colonel or Commanding Officer of the County,
who lgall give the faid Officer a proper Receipt for the fame. And fuch and fo much of the faid Arms,
Ammunition, and military Accoutrements, as are fit for Service, fhall, by the faid Colonel or Commanding
Officer of the County, be delivered to fuch Perfons of the Militia as are by this A& deemed unable to pro-
vide the fame. And fuch Arms and military Accoutrements fo delivered to him as fhall be unfit for Ufe, the
faid Colonel or Commanding Officer of the County, fhall have mended and made fit for Ufe as foon as pofii-
ble, and delivered out as aforefaid, and his rcafonable Charge for the fame fhall be allowed in the next
County Levy.

IX. AND &¢ it further Enaded by the Authority aforefaid, That every Perfon, of whom any Arms, Am-
munition, military Accoutrements, or Locks, belonging to the Public, fhall be demanded as aforefaid, re-
fufis.g to deliver the fame, as before directed, immediately on fuch Demand, fhall forfeit and pay treble the
Va,.: of fuch Arms, Ammunition, military Accoutrements, and Locks, with Cofts, to be recovered in a
iummary Way, before any Magiftrate of the County wherein fuch Perfon fhall refide. And in Calfe any
Jullice of the Peace fhall by any Means be informed, or fufpe, that any Perfon hath in his or her Pofleffion,
any Arms, Ammunition, military Accoutrements, or Locks, belonging to the Public, after fuch Demand
made by the Corporal as aforefaid, he fhall iffue his Warrant immediately to fuch Corporal, or his Succeflor,
to feize and take fuch Ayms, Ammunition, military Accoutrements, and Locks, and bring them, togcthf:r
with fuch Perfon, before him, and in Cafe it fhall appear that the fame do belong to the Public, the faid
Perfon fhall forfeit and pay treble the Value thereof ; and moreover the faid Juftice thall order the faid Cor-
poral to keep fafe and deliver them up as before dire@ed, and fhall give Judgment againit fuch Perfon to
giiy fuch Corporal Two Shillings and Six Pence Current Money. And if any Difpute fhall arife, at any

ime, whether any Arms, Ammunition, military Accoutrements, or Locks, do belong to the Public or not,
the Onus Proband; fhall lie on the Perfon in whofe Pofleflion the fame fhall be.

X. AND bc it further Enafled by the Authorify aforefaid, That every Colonel or Commanding Officer
of the County, and every other Officer above the Dgfrcc of a Captain, who fhall egle& his Duty, by this
Branch of this A&, fhall forfcit and pay the Sum of Twenty Pounds Current Money for every fuch Negleét;

every




